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Preface 
 

The worship of God is the single-most important activity 

of the human race. Historically, this fact has been recognized 

and appreciated by the leading lights of the Church as well as 

its members. In his masterful apologetic work, The Necessity 

of Reforming the Church, John Calvin wrote, “If it be 

inquired, then, by what things chiefly the Christian religion 

has a standing existence amongst us, and maintains its truth, 

it will be found that the following two not only occupy the 

principal place, but comprehend under them all the other 

parts, and consequently the whole substance of Christianity: 

that is, a knowledge, first, of the mode in which God is duly 

worshipped; and, secondly, of the source from which 

salvation is to be obtained. When these are kept out of view, 

though we may glory in the name of Christians, our 

profession is empty and vain.” It should be noted that the 

great Genevan Reformer listed “the mode in which God is 

duly worshipped” as the issue of first importance, with “the 

source from which salvation is to be obtained” following.  

In our day, an optimist might say that this order has been 

reversed. A more realistic view would suggest that “the mode 

in which God is duly worshipped” is scarcely considered at 

all, while “the source from which salvation is to be obtained” 

is increasingly obscured by the anti-doctrinal insistence that 

“feeling” and “emotion,” rather than Biblically-precise 

theology, are the preeminent concerns in evangelism. The 

unavoidable conclusion is that the Church stands in great 

need of Reforming in our day, not least of all in its view of 

the worship of God. 

This book is offered in hopes of shedding some light on 

the subject of worship from the only place the author knows 

to look for illumination – the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments. Concern over the deplorable lack of 

understanding in the Church at large regarding God’s own 

directives for public worship compelled the author to preach 

an extended series of sermons on the subject, surveying all of 

the canonical books of the Bible with a view to demonstrating 

the unifying principles of worship that are set forth in God’s 

revealed Word. Thus, the historical development of public 



worship, as well as the continuity of the Divine principles 

behind it, are set before the reader in order to underscore the 

true purpose of corporate worship and expose the dangers 

inherent in departing from the Lord’s commands in this 

essential part of the Christian life.  

While each book of the Bible is surveyed in order, it was 

not the author’s aim to provide a detailed and comprehensive 

exposition of them, but rather to glean some of the main 

points relating to the subject of worship for the purpose 

already stated. This book does not purport to present all that 

can or should be said concerning the Biblical view of 

worship. Yet it is hoped that the flow of these chapters will 

provide the reader with a unified and consistent 

understanding of the most important and foundational issues 

in the Scripture’s presentation of worship, and provoke a 

reconsideration of the popular views that predominate the 

current ecclesiastical scene.  

Numerous quotations have been cited throughout these 

discourses, taken from such sources as Calvin’s 

Commentaries, Michael Bushell’s Songs of Zion, John 

Girardeau’s Instrumental Music in Public Worship, and 

various other historical and contemporary works. No pains 

have been taken to footnote the sources, but references are 

attributed to the authors in general. It is hoped that those 

readers who desire to look more deeply into the subject here 

presented will be motivated to seek out the primary source 

material on their own.  

Due consideration of the Biblical texts and the arguments 

drawn from them, with a prayerful heart and a desire to seek 

God’s truth, is all that the author requests of those who 

choose to read this volume. May the Lord be pleased to use 

this book, overruling its many weaknesses, for the 

advancement of His glory and the edification of His saints.  

 

Douglas W. Comin 

March, 2007 

Latrobe, Pennsylvania 
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